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the foreign enemy, still more had unhappy La Vendee and the
unfortunate city which was regarded as the head-quarters of
the Vendean rebellion, Nantes. The Reign of Terror there
reached its climax; the inhabitants of La Vendee and of Nantes
suffered as severely under the despotic regime of the Com-
mittee of Public Safety as ever any rebellious district was
punished by a victorious emperor or king. The ravages
of the republicans in La Vendee and the cruelties of Carrier
in Nantes are only to be equalled in the annals of despotism
by such deeds as Turenne's devastation of the Palatinate or
Cromwell's massacre of Drogheda After the overthrow of
the Vendean army at Cholet, and cessation of the first
Vendean war after the repulse from Granville,1 the Great
Committee considered the fighting part of the war to be over,
and directed the punitive part to begin by establishing the
Reign of Terror. On the report of Barfere, 22 Vend&niaire
(October 13), the number of representatives on mission in La
Vende'e and the districts affected by the war was reduced to
five, of whom one was to remain at Saiimur and one at Nantes.
These five deputies were Francastel, Pinet, Bourbotte, Louis
Turreau, and Carrier. Under their superintendence, General
Turrean, the brother of the deputy, divided the army of the
West into twelve columns, in January, 1794, which wero
directed to march up and down the rebellious district, to
arrest suspects, and to burn all the villages on their route
These " infernal columns," as they were called, moved on with-
out interruption for two or three months, exacting terrible
reprisals for the cruelties committed by the Vend^ans in the
war, and burning, pillaging, and slaying wherever they went2
Nevertheless it seems impossible not to recognize the iact that
this " destruction " of La Vendee much resembles the " destruc-
tion" of Lyons, a vast parade of republican enthusiasm was
made, and the deputies on mission said that they were carrying
lire and the sword throughout La Vend6e. What the in-
habitants really had to suffer was very much the same as

1  Vol ii. chap. viu. p 265.

2  Mcmoircs of Turreau in Lescure's Memoireb sur La Vendee
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